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TEXT  

Acts 1:1-11

1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that 
Jesus began to do and teach, 2until the day when he was 
taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented 

himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to 
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
 4And while staying[a] with them he ordered them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you 
heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  6So when they had come 
together, they asked him, "Lord,will you at this time restore the kingdom 
to Israel?" 7He said to them,  "It is not for you to know times or seasons 
that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 9And 
when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, 
and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into 
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and 
said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven."
Galatians 2:20

20I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
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The late mayor of Chicago, Richard Daly, was known for being hard to 
work for.  One of his speech writers came into his office one day 

and asked for a raise.  Mayor Daly responded, “I’m not going 
to give you a raise. It should be enough for you that you’re 
working for a great American hero like myself.”  And that was 
the end of that, or so the mayor thought. 

Two weeks later, Mayor Daly was about to give a speech to a 
convention of military veterans.  The speech was going to 
receive nationwide attention.  Now, another thing Daly was 
known for was not reading his speeches ahead of time.  So, 
there he stood before the convention of veterans and all the 
media. 

And he began to read the first page of his speech for the first 
time. “I am concerned for you. I have a heart for veterans, and I 
am deeply convinced that this country needs to take care of its 

veterans.  So, today I am proposing a seventeen point plan that includes 
the city, state, and federal government to care for the veterans of this 
country.” At that moment, everyone, including Mayor Daly could hardly 
wait to hear the seventeen points of the proposal.  So, Daly turned to the 
second page of the speech.  And there on the second page were written 
only these few words: “You’re on your own now, you great American 
hero.”

You’re on your own now.  That may have been how the disciples felt as 
they stood there looking up into the sky.  With Jesus completely gone 
from sight.  The work of being His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth ahead of them.  With no promise of a swift 
end to their labors.  Because Jesus would not promise them that the 
kingdom was about to be restored to Israel.  With all that work ahead of 
them and looking like Jesus was gone, it may have looked to them like 
they were on their own.

But that was not only not the case. Jesus’ disciples did not dare go out on 
their own.  They were to be witnesses of Jesus’ saving death and 
resurrection to Greek skeptics and self-confident Romans. 
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Now, we are Jesus’ witnesses to skeptics and those who put their faith in 
themselves. As in the case of those first disciples, we dare not 

go it alone. Jesus commanded those first disciples:  Do not 
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift My Father promised… 
For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit… you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes upon you and then you will be My 
witnesses.  We dare not go it alone as Jesus’ witnesses.  

We first need the Holy Spirit to keep us connected to Jesus, 
because apart from Him we can do nothing.  But why couldn’t 
the disciples go their separate ways and receive the Holy Spirit 
individually?  Why did they have to receive the Holy Spirit 
together as a group, all together in one place? Well, isn’t it the 
very nature of the Holy Spirit to knit Jesus’ disciples together as 
one?  As one Body, the Body of Christ. 

No one dare try to do the Lord’s work on their own. We need Jesus. We 
need the Holy Spirit. And we need one another. It may have looked to the 
disciples as if they were on their own. The way Jesus sees it, He was not 
leaving His disciples on their own. Through His Holy Spirit, He was making 
it so no disciple would ever have to be on his or her own. We need that 
Holy Spirit.

Because it is so easy to see things differently than Jesus does. 

Which reminds me of a story about a young mother and her own 
mother.  A little boy needed to take his medicine. His young mother was 
doing her best to get him to take it. But he was closing his mouth as 
tightly as he could.  She pleaded with him, and she threatened him. She 
brought the spoon to his mouth.  It looked like he was going to take it, 
and he spit it out all over the kitchen floor.  She threw the spoon down 
and left the room.  A few minutes later, she heard laughter coming from 
the kitchen. Curious, she went back and saw that her mother had solved 
the problem. She had mixed orange juice with the medicine, put it in a 
water pistol, and was squirting it into the little boy’s mouth to his delight. 

Page 3



The mother and the grandmother were looking at the same task, they 
were looking at the same thing, but each saw it differently. 

It is so easy for us to see things differently than Jesus does.  
To see ourselves as individuals instead of as a family, one 
Body.  To see our righteousness as adequate instead of as 
filthy rags.  To see our sins as not so bad instead of as worthy 
of judgment.  It is so easy to see ourselves as on our own, 
able to stand alone. 

Who needs preaching or Bible study or the Lord’s Supper or a 
daily prayer discipline?  An arm can live only as long as blood 
from the heart pulses through it.  If it becomes on its own, it 
grows numb and cold.  The arm will die.  And if that happens to 
the arm, do we think that the rest of the body will not be 
affected?  

You are not on your own.

Even when we stray from the Lord, and try to go it alone, you and I are 
not on our own.  The arms that grew numb and cold for us upon the 
cross are the strong and living arms that reach out for us.  

We stray.  Then, the Shepherd comes.  

Maybe we feel the touch of His hand. Maybe it’s something harder than 
His hand – His staff, His Holy Spirit, the Comforter trying to get a good 
grip to pick us up.  The Holy Spirit convinces us of our sins that He may 
also bring us the comfort and the calm and the peace of the healing of 
our sins through the One who takes away the sins of the whole world. 
Like an arm when it is healed, its circulation restored, and it is warm again 
and can feel, forgiveness restores us, reconnects us to Christ. 

And that’s what faith is.  And prayer belongs to faith.  And constantly 
returning to the preaching and teaching of God’s Word is faith.  And going 
to the Lord’s Supper as the Body of Christ is faith.  All of them the ways 
the Holy Spirit connects us to Christ and to one another, so that His 
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blood pulses from His heart to you and me the members of His Body.  
The Words of Jesus, they are spirit and they are life.  The Words of Jesus 

are the blood of life from Christ’s heart to all of us.  Where this 
happens we are not on our own.  The Word that heals us of 
our sins is the Word that enables together to be Christ’s 
witnesses.  The Spirit who convinces us of our sins is the 
same One who helps us use the right words to express the 
Gospel to skeptics and those who believe only in themselves. 
And the same Jesus who gave His blood for us is our very 
heart. 

So that while we wait for Him to return in the same way as He 
left and while we do His bidding, we can say with Paul, 

“It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me. So, truly 
you are not on your own. “

Amen
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